
 
Read the two versions of the Battle of Covadonga and answer the questions below: 
 
Version 1 
Pelayo was with his companions on Mount Auseva and the Muslims army arrived and set up camp 
opposite the entrance to a cave. Pelayo trusted in Jesus' mercy and said: "Lord Jesus Christ will 
free us from these pagans". Algama, the Muslim general, ordered the battle to commence and the 
soldiers took up arms. Their swords shone, lances were at the ready, arrows were shot incessantly, 
stones came flying through the air. But when the stones reached the home of the Virgin St. Mary 
who was in the cave, they turned around and were sent from where they came and killed the 
Muslim soldiers. 
 
Version 2 
In the land of Galicia a wild ass appeared called Pelayo. From that moment the Christians in al-
Andalus began to defend the land that they still held and fought against the Muslims. The Muslims 
had taken control of their country and only the rock was left where king Pelayo was sheltering 
with three hundred men. The Muslim soldiers attacked him until all his soldiers were dead from 
hunger and only thirty men and women were left in his company. In the end, the Muslims scorned 
them saying "Thirty wild asses. What damage can they do to us?" 
 
 
QUESTIONS:  
 

1. Which is the Christian version? What details in the text make you think that? 
2. In the first version, who will free them from the ‘pagans’? Why do you think they included 

a miraculous episode? 
3. What happened to all the stones and arrows that the Muslims shot? Who won the battle? 
4. According to both texts, the Muslims decided to abandon the place and stop fighting. But, 

why did they do it? What reasons appear in each text?  
5. Who do the Muslims describe as "wild ass"? Why do you think they say that?  
6. How many men did Pelayo have? 
7. How many people survived the Muslim attack? 
8. What did the Muslims say at the end of the battle? 
9. After this example, could you explain why historians need to use different sources for 

explaining a single historical event?  
 
 


