
  

 
Late Middle Ages  13th to 15th centuries.  
 From the 2nd half of the 12th century until the 14th century: 
  End of foreign invasions and attacks  Security. 

Prosperity  Trade and agriculture  
Population grew 
Royal power  Recovered. 
Cities  Development. 
 New social urban group  bourgeoisie.  
Culture  Development of universities. 

  Gothic art.  
 
 14th century  Crisis. 
 

 
12th and 13th centuries  Economic expansion. Thanks to changes in agriculture. 
 Feudalism: low productivity because of rudimentary tools and two-year crop rotation. 
 Innovations  Higher agricultural production. 

- Three-year crop rotation. 
- Iron-wheeled mouldboard plough: 

o Iron  Harder, more resistant. 
o Wheeled  Allowed faster sowing of the land. 
o Mouldboard  Allowed better turning of the soil and deeper furrows. 
o They allowed the use of horses rather than oxen because of the new harnesses  Quicker. 
“Agricultural tool which appeared in Europe in the Late Middle Ages which had a plough made 
with metals pulled by horses, which allowed better turning of the soil and faster work”.  

- Use of manure as fertiliser. 
- Increase of arable lands  Cleansing of forests. 

 
CONSEQUENCES: 
Greater agricultural production   

- Population increase: from 36 to 80 million between the 11th and 15th centuries.  
- Better feeding  Resistance against epidemics. 
- Urban growth  Surpluses of workers in the countryside. 
- More trade. 

 

 

 
- Royal power  Reinforced.  

o Causes:  
 Support of the cities  They had some freedoms (autonomy, markers and fairs, 

individual freedoms, etc.) in exchange of taxes. 
  Economic resources for the king  Royal armies  No need of feudal armies.  
 Increase of public officials  Exercise royal power over their dominions.  
 Less insecurity  Less need of protection of the kingdom and its population. 

 



- Parliaments  Political institutions.  
o Representative assembly. 
o Functions: advisory role, voting the introduction of new taxes.  
o Representatives of the nobility, clergy and the cities, summoned by the king.  
o Successors of the ‘Curias Regias’. 
o Parliament (England), Estates General (France), Diet (Holy Roman Empire), Cortes (Spain), 

etc. 
 Magna Carta (1215)  Charter (political document granting rights and privileges) 

signed by the English king after an allegiance of nobility, clergy and bourgeoisie for 
avoiding abusive behaviours. In it, the power of the monarch becomes subjected 
to the law and the Parliament. 

 

 
Before the 11th century  Few cities, and little importance. 
11th century  New cities and growth of existing ones. 
 New cities  Boughs: from neighbourhoods around castles, markets, monasteries, crossroads, etc.   
  

 
Agricultural increase  

- More population (and better life conditions)  More than needed in the countryside  urban 
migration.  

- More production  Greater surpluses  Trade. 
- More people  more demand of products  Increase of craftwork and trade. 

Urban freedoms  not under the authority of feudal lords. 
- Free population  if a serf escaped to the city and stayed there for a year became free citizen. 

More security  No need of protection by feudal lords. 
 

 
First cities  depended on feudal lords. 

Increasing economic power of artisans and merchants  greater self-government with time  Charters 
(fueros). 

 Charter: Legal document granted by a king or feudal lord to the inhabitants of a city granting them 
rights, freedoms and privileges. 

  Freed from the feudal system. 
  It allowed autonomous governments  Council, led by a bough master.  

 Chosen among the citizens  with time, only wealthy families. 
 Taxation, defence, infrastructure. 
 They met at the town hall. 
 They could send representatives to parliaments. 

 
Walled, divided into neighbourhoods depending on economic activities or religious groups. 
Main square: grouped the main buildings. 

 Economic: markets. 

 Religion: cathedral. 

 Politics: town hall. 

 Culture: universities. 
Some palaces and public monuments  Status symbols. 



 
 

Important growth due to the increase of agricultural and artisanal production. 
 

 In workshops and markets (supplied by local peasants, with everyday products and weekly 

frequency.  
 

Mostly fairs and sea ports.  
- Fairs: merchants’ gatherings. 

o Once or twice per year, for several days. 
o Not in all cities. 
o Luxury products, or specialised. 
o Supplied from different regions and countries. 
o Champagne, Flanders, Burgundy, Medina del Campo, etc. 

- Sea ports  Trade routes.  
o New techniques (astrolabe, compass, new ships, etc.) + more security  Opening of 

new trading routes. 
 Mediterranean Sea: Northern Italy (Venice, Genoa, Florence, Pisa), Marseille, 

Barcelona, etc. with the Byzantines and Islamic world.  
 Northern Europe: Hamburg, Lübeck, Frankfurt, Bruges, Ghent, London, etc.  

 Hansa (Hanseatic League) 
o Economic allegiance. 
o 14th century. 
o From northern Germany.  
o For the control of trade in the Baltic and Northen Seas.  

 
 Development of long distance trade: 

- New mints, appearance of money changers. 
- Payments with promissory notes (documents assigned to a person in place of money). 
- Bankers  They borrowed money in exchange of interests. 

 

 
Artisans  they worked in small workshops, generally grouped in a street.  
 Grouped in CRAFT GUILDS.  
 
 GUILDS: 
Associations of artisans (and merchants) of the same trade. 
For the protection of their interests, regulations and mutual protection.  

- Control of the production: regulation of working hours, holidays, qualities, prices, etc. 
- Exclusivity in the city: only guild members could produce or sell in the city.  
- Mutual protection: helping the sick, widows, orphans, etc.  
- They  established the organisation of the workshops: 

o Master  Owner of the workshop, materials and production.  
o Journeymen (Officials)  Worked in the workshop in exchange of a salary. They could 

become officials by passing a test (produce a masterpiece). 
o Apprentices  They worked in exchange of learning. They lived in the workshop. 

  

 



Changes in the cities. In the rural areas, feudal organisation.  
Appearance of the bourgeoisie  First, all inhabitants of cities in general. Then, only for those working as 
artisans and traders.  
 They belonged to the non-privileged social groups. 
 
Social organisation in the cities: 

- PRIVILEGED: 
o NOBILITY: 

 Some moved to the cities and lived in palaces. 
o CLERGY: 

 Bishops, priests  Secular clergy. 
 Mendicant orders (Franciscans, Dominicans)  Chastity, obedience and poverty. 

Teach by the example.  
- NON-PRIVILEGED: 

o BOURGEOISIE 
 New social class. 
 Depended on wealth, not on inheritance of privileges.  
 High bourgeoisie  Richest families.  

 Traders, bankers, etc. 
 Petite-bourgeoisie  Small-scale traders, craftsmen, etc. 

o Other urban inhabitants: officials, apprentices, servants, etc. 
o Poor population  Beggars.  

Religious groups: 
- Jews   Discriminated. Had to live in separate neighbourhoods (Jewish quarters).  

 

 
 

Cultural renaissance in the cities from the late 11th century: 
- Cathedral schools. 
- Universities  From the 12th century.  

o Associations of teachers and students. 
o Focal point for spreading culture, knowledge and ways of thinking. 
o Autonomous organisation of teachings: undergraduate, graduate, masters and 

doctorates.  
o Bologna (1088), Oxford (1092), Paris-Sorbonne (1257), etc. 
o Arts, Medicine, Theology and Law. 

- Diffusion of some classical authors such as Aristotle and Christian thinkers such as Saint Thomas 
Aquinas. 

 

 
Gothic: artistic style 
 Europe, 12th-15th centuries.  
 Appeared in France, spread throughout Europe.  
 Urban  Promoted by the bourgeoisie and the clergy.  
 
Architecture: reflected the changes of the Late Middle Ages (urban life, bourgeoisie, etc.). 

- Typologies: 
o Religious: churches and cathedrals 
o Civil: palaces, town halls, universities, etc.  
o Looking for height  Symbol of power.  



- Material: stone. 
- Hold elements:  

o Pointed arch  it distributes the forces more vertically  towards the pillars  more 
height.  

o Groin vault  two pointed arches crossing diagonally  only the corners load weight  
large pillars.  

- Holding elements:  
o Pillars (with attached columns) 
o Flying buttresses outside. 
o Wall  No holding function  Windows and stained glass  Curtain-wall.  

- Decorative elements  Stained glass. Rose-windows at the front (façade).  
 

Civil architecture: reflecting the functions and power of cities.  
- Political  Town halls: Brussels, Bruges, etc.  

o Palaces: Dux (Venice), Papal Palace (Avignon) 
- Economy  Trade exchanges (Lonjas): Bruges, Valencia.  
- Culture  Universities: King’s College (Cambridge)  

 
Religious buildings: great height and luminosity.  

o Floor plans:  
 Latin-cross plan (3 or 5 aisles) with centred transept.  
 Basilica plan.  
 Double ambulatory with apses.  
 They may even have two transepts.  

o Interior: three levels in the sides 
 Naves  separated by arches.  
 Triforium (gallery)  very narrow. 
 Stained-glass windows.  

o Exterior: 
 Towers 
 Several entrances with archivolts   Decorated.  

 
Examples: 

 Notre Dame (Paris) 

 Chartres Cathedral  

 Reims Cathedral 

 Sainte-Chapelle (Paris) 

 Cologne (Köln) Cathedral 
(Germany) 

 Salisbury Cathedral 
(England) 

 Milan Cathedral (Italy) 

 

 
Shared characteristics:  

- Looking for beauty. 
- Realism. 
- Expressive figures, drama, kindness, etc.  
- Themes:  

o Portraits  Kings, nobles and bourgeoisies. 
o Religion  New Testament (Christ’s life), saints and the VIrgin.  

 

 
+ Mostly in façades (archivolts, tympanum, etc.) and round bulge. 
+ Freed from the architectural frame.  
+ Christ on the cross  Suffering.  
+ Virgin and Child  Kind, maternal.  



Examples: Klaus Sluter. 
+ Also, gargoyles. 

 

 
+ On wood. Barely any wall painting (because of stained-glass windows) 
+ Reredos (Altarpieces, retablo): behind the altar.  
+ Bright colours, golden colour for light, intention of volume and space.  
Examples:  
  Duccio, Giotto (Trecento) 
 + 15th century  Flanders 

o Great details 
o Bright and strong colours  Power. 
o Great domain of portraits.  
o Oil painting.  
Examples: Jan Van Eyck, Roger van der Weyden. 

 

 
14th century  Crisis across Europe.  
15th century  Recovery  Modern Age.  
 

 
CAUSES 

o Political: Wars: frequent.  
 Hundred-Year War (1337-1475)  France Vs England. France won.  

o Economic: Hunger: bad harvests  weakening of the population  Epidemics and 
malnutrition.  

o Religious: Religious conflicts  Western Schism: internal division of the Catholic Church, with 
two Popes appointed at the same time, supported by different countries (France, Scotland, 
Castilla and Aragón Vs England, Italian states, Portugal and the Holy Roman Empire).  
 From 1378, and ended in 1429 with the appointment of a new Pope. 

o Demographic: Black Death (1348-1352)  Bubonic plague. Appeared in Asia, and spread 
thanks to trade routes and the Mongols.  
 One third of Europeans died, cities and regions were abandoned, etc.  

CONSEQUENCES: 
o European population: from 80 to 45 million (1300-1400). 
o Economic crisis: lack of workforce, reduction of demand, no agricultural supplies, etc.  
o Social unrest  increase of conflicts because of the economic situation.  

 Countryside: against feudal lords  they wanted to increase taxes and keep their 
privileges despite the economic crisis.  

 Cities: revolts against the bourgeoisie because of accumulation of wealth and power.  

 Religious persecution  Pogroms against the Jewish population. 
 

 
- Kings  Reinforced their authority against feudal lords and concentrated powers. 
- Demographic recovery.  
- Economic recovery  harvests, craftwork and trade (new trading routes and geographical 

discoveries).  
- Culture  Humanism, printing press (1448, Gutenberg), etc. 
All the foundations for the Modern Age.  


