
Hammurabi, the exalted prince, who feared God, to bring 
about the rule of righteousness in the land, to destroy the 
wicked and the evil-doers; so that the strong should not harm 
the weak; so that I should rule over the black-headed people 
like Shamash, and enlighten the land, to further the well-being 

of mankind. 
 

6. If any one steals the property of a temple or of the 
court, he shall be put to death, and also the one who 
receives the stolen thing from him shall be put to 
death. 

8. If any one steals cattle or sheep, or a pig or a goat, if 
it belong to the temple (to god) or to the palace, the 
thief shall pay thirty fold (30 times); if they belonged to 
a servant of the king he shall pay tenfold (10 times); if 
the thief has nothing with which to pay he shall be put 
to death. 

 

53. If any one be too lazy to keep his dike in proper 
condition; if then the dike breaks and all the fields are 
flooded, he must replace in money the crops destroyed 
by the flood.  

54. If he be not able to replace the crops, then he and 
his possessions shall be divided among the farmers 
whose wheat was lost in the flood. 

 

195. If a son strikes his father, his hands shall be cut off. 

196. If a man puts out the eye of another man, his eye shall be put out. 

197. If he breaks another man's bone, his bone shall be broken. 

198. If he puts out the eye of a freed man, or breaks the bone of a freed man, he shall pay one gold mina [Gold coin]. 

200. If a man knocks out the teeth of his equal, his teeth shall be knocked out. 

202. If any one strikes the body of a man higher in rank than he, he shall receive sixty blows with an ox-whip in public. 

203. If a free-born man strikes the body of another free-born man or equal rank, he shall pay one gold mina. 

205. If the slave of a freed man strikes the body of a freed man, his ear shall be cut off. 

 

229. If a builder builds a house for someone, and he does not construct it properly and the house falls and kills its 
owner, then that builder shall be put to death. 

230. If it kills the son of the owner, the son of that builder shall be put to death. 

231. If it kills a slave of the owner, then he shall pay slave for slave to the owner of the house. 

 

282. If a slave says to his master: "You are not my master", his master will convict him, and he shall have his ear cut off. 

 

1. Look for the underlined words in the dictionary. Also, look any word you don’t understand.  

2. Why is Hammurabi making references to the gods in the preface? 

3. Do you think that this code reflects an egalitarian society? Justify your answer. 

4. Do you think that these laws are fair or unfair? Which ones are unfair? Justify your answer. 

5. Which of these laws are more relevant for the economic activities?  

6. Are any of our laws today similar to these laws?  

7. Why do you think that it is important to write the laws? 


