
STONEHENGE 
 

Stonehenge is situated in the 
South West of England in Salisbury. It is 
an ancient stone circle that was built 
between 3000 and 2000 BC. Nobody 
really knows who built it or why. Some 
people think it was to worship the sun 
or the moon, but there are also many 
burial mounds around it.  

The stones used are huge, 
weighing 4 and 5 tonnes. They are 
called bluestones and they come from 
Wales, more than 200 miles away. 
Archaeologists think that the builders 
placed the stones on rafts and sailed 
around the coast to bring them to 
Salisbury. However, the idea of 

bringing stones from such a distance baffles everyone who studies the site.   
[…] Archaeologists think that the ancient builders had some knowledge about astronomy. On June 

21st (the summer solstice, that is, the longest day of the year), the sun rises directly above the heel stone 
and then enters the circle through an arch and goes directly through the central trilithon, which is a 
structure consisting of two vertical stones as posts with a horizontal one across the top. Because of this, 
many thousands of people go to Stonehenge on June 21st to observe this phenomenon.  

As soon as some people hear the word ‘Stonehenge’, they think of druids, who were some short 
of priests in Celtic religions. For many years, druids held their religious ceremonies at Stonehenge. They 
are mysterious people who wore white cloaks. We don’t know much about their past because they didn’t 
write things down. We know they had a lot of knowledge because famous people wrote it, like Julius 
Caesar. 
 

1. Summarise the text in 3 lines, mentioning its main ideas.  
 

2. Match up the words (with letter) and its meaning/description (with number). 
 

a. Ancient 
b. Circle 
c. Huge 
d. Worship 
e. Baffle 

 

f. Build 
g. Burial 
h. Raft 
i. Mound 
j. BCE 

 

1. Praise 
2. Small hill 
3. Simple boat 
4. Before 

Common Era 
5. Surprise 

6. Grave 
7. Round 
8. Massive 
9. Construct 
10. Very old 

 
3. True or false? Explain why the false ones are not true by giving the accurate information. 

a. Stonehenge is a modern monument. 
b. It was built about 2000 years ago. 
c. The stones are marble from Italy. 
d. They placed the stones on rafts. 
e. Stonehenge is an ancient stone circle. 
f. It was a place of burial and you can still see the mounds (small hills). 
g. We are certain about Stonehenge’s function. 
h. The labours of the druids are mostly unknown to us because of lack of evidence.  

 


